DOGS
Did you know?
Specially trained dogs go to school like you do. They learn about crossing at street corners where there are stop signs or traffic lights. They also learn about safely walking down streets where there is a lot of motor and bicycle traffic. These special dogs are called Guide dogs or Seeing-eye dogs. They help people that are blind. They are the eyes for the person who cannot see.

Other dogs are good listeners. They listen for telephones ringing; a knock at the door, doorbells, fire alarms and tell parents when the baby is crying. These are Hearing dogs> they are ears for the deaf people.

After the dogs have gone to a special dog school they are given to someone who cannot see or hear or both. 

Some breeds of dogs are better at learning all these special lessons than others. The dogs must be calm, intelligent (smart and learn easily), and big enough to influence their master’s movements. German Shepherds, Collies and Labradors have been used successfully. They start training when they are very young. Their master has to be trained too because they have to work as a team. The dog is their master’s eyes or ears or both.

Dogs developed in warm countries have short hair and dogs from colder countries have long, thicker coats. Where it is extremely cold, (in the arctic), dogs have two coats-a long stiff outer fur, and a short, soft, downy fur beneath the outer coat.

Dogs have a superior sense of smell and hearing but average sight. There are sight ad scent hounds.

Sight hounds have very good vision, long legs to run fast and to jump high. These were used for chasing deer, foxes or rabbits, holding the animal at bay and waiting until the hunter got there. Examples are Borzoi, Greyhounds, Afgan hounds, Norwegian elk hounds, Wolfhounds and Deerhounds. 

Scent hounds have a superior sense of smell. They have long ears that touch the ground when their heads are down to help scoop up scents or smell. These dogs are used by the police to find escaped prisoners, missing people or criminals. They just need to smell a piece of clothing and will be able to track a scent for days. Example are Bloodhounds, Basset hounds, Coon hounds, and Fox hounds. 

Sheep dogs or shepherds are everywhere in the world. They help farmers with their herds of sheep or cows. They can be trained to understand words, whistles or hand signals. They return stray animals to the herd or bring a whole herd to a place where the farmer wants the herd. This could be a barn or a pen. The larger herders run circles around the herd, barking and sometimes pushing against the sheep or cows to control them. The small dogs run in circles around the herd also, but some will run right across the backs of a tight herd of sheep to quickly get to the other side to turn the herd around. Some of the smaller dogs will nip at the heels of the cattle to get them moving. These dogs rarely get kicked by the cattle. Examples of shepherds are: German shepherd, Belgian, English and Shetland sheep dogs, Hungarian puli, and the Welsh corgi.    

Sled dogs are short, have big bones, a broad muscular chest, short strong legs and broad snowshoe type paws. They are used by the people of the Arctic to pull loaded sleds over long distances in extremely cold climates. They have small ears with fur inside andout to prevent frostbite. They can sleep through a snowstorm. They dig a hole in the snow, curl up completely with their bushy tail around their nose to keep warm. They work in teams of 8-12 dogs, with a lead dog. They were used extensively in the far north but the people used snowmobiles now and the sled dogs are used in racing competitions. They are intelligent and strong and have been known to return home to safety when its driver was sick or unconscious. Sled dogs are the only ones that work in teams. There are the other dogs that pull sleds or wagons. These work as individuals. Examples of sled dogs are -Siberian Husky, Eskimo Husky, Malamute and the Samoyed. 
Guard dogs protect their masters, their home, their farm or business. They will bark when an intruder and may have been trained to attack if the intruder does not back off. 

Rescue dogs are trained to find people. The Newfoundland dog has webbed toes and is a powerful swimmer. It is a rescue dog that works at sea. This dog will take a drowning person in tow and bring him to shore. The St. Bernard was used to find people lost or buried in snow because of avalanche or a snow storm. They have an excellent sense of smell and can sense a human buried in a lot of snow. 
Some dogs are very small and live in people’s houses. They are called toy dogs. Examples of toy dogs are Pekingese, Papillion, Chihuahua, Pomeranian and Toy Poodle. Other dogs are very large and may live in a dog house or sometimes in people’s houses.

One large dog that was originally from China is called Chow. It is the only dog with a blue tongue. All the other dogs have pink tongues.  
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EXPERIMENTING WITH SHAPES

Cut out different shapes in different colours. Have the children glue the shapes together to make a dog in different positions. They can make a running dog, a sitting dog, jumping dog or a walking dog.

HUNGRY DOGS
Illustrate dogs with feeding bowls. There will be separate bones for each dog. The child has to match the correct bone and the bowl to make correct words.

The words are:

For the bowl: 

ail

un

ow

ice

ink
For the bones:
j, n, t

b, s, f

sh, sn, r
m, d, r

p, bl, th
DOG BONE SEQUENCING

Children arrange different sized bones in ascending and descending order.

DOG BONE NUMBERS GAME

Children join numbers 1 to 10 on dog bones to reach the dog’s kennel.

PLAY THE GAME WITH YOUR CHILD: 

Tell the child that you have to follow the command only when it is preceded by “the dog says”. Use various commands and see if the child follows instructions. He has to do the action only when the sentence starts with “the dog says”. Some of the actions could be: jump, scratch your ear, sniff, bark, roll like a dog, and curl like a dog.  

PET SHOP
Illustrate the cutouts of the breeds talked about above (with a little edge to fold), dog bones, bowls, and leash etcetera. Children cut it out and stick it on sun board or card board, fold the edge to make the dog stand. They can set up a pet shop with these dogs and other material, talk about the dogs and sell them using play money.   

Examples for the pictures of dogs:

Helper dogs: German shepherd, Labradors, collies

Sight hounds: Borzoi, Greyhounds, Afgan hounds, Norwegian elk hounds, Wolfhounds and Deerhounds. 

Scent hounds: Bloodhounds, Basset hounds, Coon hounds, and Fox hounds. 

Sheep dogs: German shepherd, Belgian, English and Shetland sheep dogs, Hungarian puli, and the Welsh corgi.    

Sled dogs: Siberian Husky, Eskimo Husky, Malamute and the Samoyed.

Guard dogs: Alsatian

Rescue dog: St Bernard

Toy dogs: Pekingese, Papillion, Chihuahua, Pomeranian and Toy Poodle.

  DOG PUZZLE

Fill in the puzzle with the words given: 

1. bone
 (across)

2. collar (down)

3. leash (across)

4. bark (across)

5. kennel (down)


6. hound (down)

7. pup (across)
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